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SOME OTHER THOUGHTS 


PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


2 


HE great object of a Parlia- 

mentary Reform, I take to be 
7his, to curb that monſtrous and uni- 
verſal yenality that has ſo long 
undermined the health and vigour 
of our famous Conſtitution ; that has 
pervaded all orders of men, from 


the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury to 
the Pot-boiler in his Borough; and 


is now arrived at that ſtrength and 
maturity, that, under the patronage 
and protection of Mr. Soame Jenyns, 


it dares to ſtalk abroad at noon day, 


with a profeſſion to corrupt all 


ranks and degrees of the State, and 


to laugh all Public Virtue out of the 


SR 
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The Gentleman has, for this pur- 
poſe, divided his Argument into two 
heads, namely, hat are the moſt 
likely means to obtain a Parlia- 
mentary Reform? And what are the 
probable conſequences of it, if we 
ſhoutd be able to obtain it? 

The firſt article I ſhall leave very 
much as I find it, not being inclin- 
ed to wate much time in the refu- 
tation of all the obſtacles and im- 
pediments that a fertile and happy 
magination may be able to throw 
in the way of a Reformation, it 
honours with a very marked and 
malicious averſion; nor in defend- 


ing many vitionary Plans that have 


been ſuggeſted in its favour, by its 
over zealous admirers. They have 
undoubtedly, in the enthuſiaſm of 
their adoration, ſometimes overlooked 


the 
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($33 
the impracticability of their moſt fa- 
vorite ſchemes; and it would be un- 
candid not to confeſs, that the Gen- 


tleman has truth and argument on 


his fide, when he expoſes and ridi- 
cules them. But if it ſhould appear 
that the Gentleman himſelf is not 
leſs an enthuſiaſt, in a cauſe not fo 
good; and that he defends his idol 


corruption, with a zeal as intem- 
perate as inſpires them for the virtue 


they worſhip; it may poſſibly be 
thought, that his cenſure does not be- 
come him. | 

do not eſteem myſelf concerned 
to point out the means by Which 
a Parliamentary Reform may, with 
the greateſt probability of ſucceſs, be 
undertaken and accompliſhed. I 
own I am not ſtartled with any 


great difficulties, much leſs do I ap- 


prehend any impracticability in the 
| - purſuit. 


EL 


purſuit, I have, beſides, an entire 
reliance in the Miniſter whoſe pro- 
mile is engaged to the Nation 
to promote it, and in the meaſures 
he will take for that purpoſe: He 
unites the rare felicity of enjoying 
the Confidence of the King and of 
the Country, and therefore cannot 
be unable to keep his faith with it. 
J {hall not preſume to interfere with 
his work, by any ſuggeſtions of mine; 
but I believe 1 may venture to cer- 
{ty the Author of the Pamphlet, that 
he will neither eſtabliſh Annual Par- 
liaments, nor the method of voting 
by ballot, nor the right of univerſal 
ſuffrage in all perſons, bat lunaticks 
and criminals: Of all thee abſur- 
dities, I am perſuaded he is as well 
convinced, as if he had quitted the 
buſy fcene of Parliament, for the 
contemplative marſhes of Botiſham! 

. And 


1 
And I will take it upon me to aver, 
that he will not prefer any ſcheme 
for its utter impratiicability ! 

It is the Second Poſition upon 
which the Writer of the Pamphlet 
has decided ſo unfavourably for the 
intereſts of Liberty, and the honour 
of Mankind, that . has occafioned 
me to draw my pen in their de- 
fence. The Gentleman's opinion is 
this: „ He is firmly convinced, both 
by reaſon and long experience, that 
10 alteration in the mode of Eledlion, 
nor in the Eledlors themſelves, would 
produce any change in the Eledled.— 
That five hundred and fifty men, af 
| Sembled together, will always att 
alike —That it does not ſignify by 
what means they come there, that 
they muſt always ſplit into Fattions, 
and prefer their own intereſts, or that 
of their Party, to their C ountry's — 

And, 
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And, to ſum up the whole, if any | 
man ſhould be unreaſonable enough © 


to murmur at ſach a Parliament, he 
has the ſatisfaction of being autho- 
ritatively informed, that he has 
Hobſon's choice, and, that if he cans 
not ſhift with ſuch an one, he muſt 
have none at all, 

If this be the truth, it certainly is 
not worth our while to promote our 
romantic Reformation; and they are 
no better than madmen, who defend 

bie innumerable ſchemes for it, pre- 
ſented to the Public by real and pre- 
tended Patriots. The Gentleman 
is pleafed to inform the Public, what 
he means by real and. pretended 
Patriots; and it is very happy he has 
thought proper to do ſo; for he has 
thereby given them a clue to unra- 
vel whatever is dark or myſterious 
in his book. They are thoſe, lays 
he, 
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he, who have more honeſty than ſenſe, 
and thoſe who' have more ſenſe than 


honeſty. They who have leſs ho- 
neſty than ſenſe, are often, it muſt 
be acknowledged, pretended Patriots, 
and indeed it would have been ex- 


traordinary if the Gentleman had 


been miſtaken in this matter; but 
when he comes to the definition of a 
real Patriot, I am afraid he 1s not 
quite ſo accurate, or ſo happy. He 
probably beſtowed more time and 
attention in the conſideration of the 
firſt, in obedience to that divine rule 
of the P hiloſopher, ſvwls ceauyſov; and 


neglected that of the ſecond, in 


compliance with another, which ad- 
viſes a Cobler to confine his criti- 
ciſms to his profeſſion. Real Pa- 
triots are not ſuch, I believe, as have 
more honeſty than ſenſe ; 2 nor do 1 
hink it any . of ſenſe to be a 

5 Real 
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Real Patriot; but Mr. Jenyns ſays, 
that real Patriots are therefore fools 
it is a great authority, for Mr. Jenyns 
is 720 fool: 5 41 
But to return to the enquiry, 
whether all Parliaments muſt 
eternally, and of neceſſity, be cor» 
rupt. We are aſſured of it upon 
great and ſolemn authority; and 
unleſs we can contradict it, and 
overturn it, we muſt give up our 
cauſe, and renounce thoſe flattering 
illuſions that have deceived and 
bewitched us ſo long. We muſt no 
more indulge the fond conceit, that 
the evils which have plunged this 
unfortunate Country into her pre- 
ſent calamitous and diſgraceful con- 
dition, were not of neceſlity eternal; 
but that by collecting and exerting: 
the good ſenſe and virtue that re- 
mained . us, we might rea- 
| ſonably 


ſonably hope; once again to behold 


Call 


a Parliament, compoſed of ſuch men 
as ſhould be ſuperior to thoſe baſe and 


fordid temptations and intereſts, that 
have for ſo many years tainted. and 


corrupted them, to the loſs of our beſt 
and deareſt dominions abroad, and 


to the planting of univerſal miſtruſt 
and. unhappineſs at home. 


Never ſurely. was ſo bold and 


unhappy a truth fo uſhered into - the 
world, with ſo. much authority, and 
at ſo important a time. Dr, Ben- 


jamin Franklin's Book may perhaps 


ſeduce a few of the weak, the 


weary, or the wicked amongſt us, 


to quit their native country, and 
change the modes and the ſcene of 


that miſery they will never avoid; he 
may prevail with the needy and the 


diſcontented to exchan ge their abode 
and their governments, for the de- 
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3 
ſarts and the anarchy of America; 
he may win a few ſpeculators in 
in Trade, and export an unhappy 
artificer or two to New York or to 


Philadelphia: But the doctrine of 


Mr. Soame Jenyns will, I think, if 


it ſhould meet with credulity like 


his own, remove at once all the 
wiſdom, all the integrity, and all the 
property of his country! For who 
that is wiſe, will ſtay to ſtruggle 


with neceſſitated and fatal evils, and 


unchangeable immorality and cor- 
ruption? Who that is virtuous will 
partake in it, ſubmit to it, or behold 
it? And who that has property will 
ſacrifice and devote it | 

It is hard to guels the Gentle- 
man's intentions, in making public 


this alarming difcovery ; but I pro- 


teſt J do not think it poſſible to 
deviſe a greater bugbear to frighten 
us 


3 


us out of our wits, and out of our 
country. For my part, the only 
reaſon that could keep me in both 
of mine, is the better diſbelief 
and total denial of every ſentence, 
word, and ſyllable contained in it ; 


with which I cannot but unite the 


moſt cordial contempt, and, 1 think, 


honeſt abhorrence of men who are 
neither aſhamed, nor afraid, to pro- 
ſtitute their ſplendid abilities to the 


diabolical purpofe of rivetting upon 


their country the general chains of 


venality and corruption; who dare 


to bid a nation deſpair of all inte- 


grity and virtue in its Legiſlature 


for ever; and ſet themſelves mali- 
ciouſly to mock at the very little 
virtue they cannot reaſon out of the 
world. I profeſs I think it atroci- 


ous, and ſhall entertain the worſe 
opinion of proſelytes of fourſcore, all 


my life for it! 


( 14 ) 

i THE Gentlgman next tells Us, 
That an Independent Parliament, in 
the language of the preſent times, is 
one, the majority of which would ' 
oppoſe any Adminiſtration: IT do 
not pretend to be ſo well acquainted 
with the language of the preſent 
times as he is, who does indeed 
ſpeak that language with great 
fluency and elegance; which is not to 
be wondered at, if my information 
be right, who have been told, that 
he never ſpoke any other; and that 
whether it were the vogue to ſpeak 
Court or Country, Whig or Tory, 
the Honourable Gentleman always 
ſpoke the language of the preſent 
times. It is therefore with great 
deference and ſubmiſſion that 1 pre- 
ſume to aſſure him, that in the lan- 
guage of the preſent times, an In- 
dependent Parliament does not mean 

any 
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any ſuch thing. Do you really: 
think it does, Mr. Jenyns ? | 

I will take the liberty of ſtating 
my idea of the meaning of an In- 
dependent Parliament; and will af- 
terwards add a few words, to ſhew 
that there is no phyſical impoſſibility 
of the exiſtence of ſuch an one. 
An Independent Parliament is an 
Aſſembly of the Delegates of the 
Commons of the Realm, fairly and 
freely 'thoſen by them, to ſpeak their 
voice, to give their proxy, and to 
defend and promote their intereſts. 
IF jt can be ſuppoſed, that ſuch an 
Aſſembly were impartially choſen 


by the People themſelves, and that 


the Right of being Repreſented was 
lodged where it ought to be, not in 
the hands of ſmall and packt Cor- 
porations, nor deſcendible or ſaleable 

with the property of individuals; if, 
in 
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in fact, that Reform had taken place 


which we look for, and which Mr. 
Jenyns ſuppoſes, no doubt, for the 


pleaſure of ſhewing that the honeſteſt 


men in the world need nothing but 


the ſuffrages of their fellow- citizens 
in their favour, to become complete 
knaves directly; and if we had 
really a Parliament choſen by un- 


bought Electors, it is reaſonable 
to preſume, that the People would 
chooſe able men, virtuous men, and 


men of property; and equally reaſon- 


able to ſuppoſe, that ſuch men, ſo 


choſen, would neither ſell or betray 


them to the ambition of a Miniſter 


or the caprice of a King. That 
they would not, under the baſe in- 


fluence of avarice, become ſlaves to 


a Secretary of the Treaſury; and 
that being attached . to no. intereſts 
but theirs who ſent them, they would 

not 


0H 


En, 
not liſt under the banners of Fac- 
ton, to diſtreſs or betray them: That 


they would not pour out the blood 


and treaſure of their. Country, to com- 
ply with the folly or obſtinacy of one 
Miniſter ; nor vote away the Charters 
and Property of Commercial Com- 
panies, and the juſt Rights of the 


| Crown, to gratify the avarice or 
ambition of another. Such men, 


I fay, would be Independent, becauſe 
they would have nothing to hope or 
to fear from a Miniſter ; which is 
the true teſt and criterion, as I take 
it, of Independence. But while ſuch 
is the mode of Elections, and ſuch 
the perſons who Elect, thoſe profuſe 
and profligate Gameſters, or Aſiatic. 
Plunderers, can outbid the abilities 


or the virtues of uncontaminated cha- 
racters, drowning and deſtroying, in 


the diſtribution of money, and pro- 
C pagation 


4 
pagation of immorality, all local 
intereſt, all hereditary attachment in 
Counties. — While one man buys a 
ſeat, like a ticket in a Lottery, in a 
ſpirit of hazard and adventure, and 
another in that of Prudence, to pro- 
tect him from his creditors, it can 
hardly be, but that we muſt have 


ſuch Parliaments as we have long 
ſeen, and do yet deplore. And now, 
to give the Gentleman a reaſon for 


the « faith that is in us,” I will tell 
him, the Nation does repoſe a Confi- 


_ dence in the Wiſdom and Virtue of the 


Miniſter, to exclude ſuch perſons as 
theſe. Whether by an Incapacitating 
or an Extending Bill, it leaves to 
him—and I think it impertinent to 
interfere in his Work. But this I 
am convinced of, that it Were better 
to have no Parliament at all, than 
ſuch an one as the Gentleman 


Would 
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E 
would entail upon us and our poſte- 
rity. I augur better for them 
and us, from the ſpirit the People 
have demonſtrated upon the Diſſo- 
lution of the laſt Parliament. They 


have ſomething explained heir idea 


of the word Independence, in al- 
moſt univerſally and unanimouſly re- 
jecting ſuch Members as had become 


Dependent upon an infamous Con- 


ſpiracy to ſeize the Wealth of the 
Faſt, which would indeed, had it 


met with ſucceſs, have verified the 


Gentleman's prediction of the cor- 
ruption and dependency of all future 
Parliaments for ever. And from 
their interpretation of this conteſted 
word, 1 take a good omen, of what 
fort of perſons a Parliament might 
be compoſed, that ſhould really be 
choſen by thofe whom all Parlia- 
ments, however choſen, do pretend 
to repreſent. 


C2 But 
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But in eaſe of our ſucceſs, the 
Gentleman aſſures us, that we can- 
not act wiſer, than by leaving a 


little of the old leaven for the fools 


and the rogues. It is a happy con- 
ceit, that ſelf-intereſt ' is to be left, 


for a ſtar to ſteer by, for all thoſe 
in the Houſe of Commons, who want 


either judgment or conſ{cience.— 
Theſe kind of people generally go 
with the ſtream, and therefore, me- 
thinks, are not in much danger of 
loſing their way, though their ſtar 
and their compaſs ſhould be taken 
away from them; eſpecially, as, in 


my poor apprehenſion, they could 


could not ſail by a worſe; for, as 


nothing can be more doubtful than 
what their inter eſt is, they who 
wanted judgment, would be perpe- 
tually ſplitting and foundering on 
the rocks upon the left hand of the 

Speaker's 


Wer ; 
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Speaker's Chair, while they who 
wanted Confcience, would be con- 
ſtantly wind-bound in the harbour 
oa the right. | 

The next thing I come to is ex- 
tremely momentous and novel; it 
is a refutation of an inveterate, but 
fooliſh opinion, that has long pre- 
vailed, to the great impediment of 
all Parliamentary buſineſs. An opi- 
nion that Parliaments, according to 
the ſpirit of our Conſtitution, ouglit 
to be Independent, What makes 
this error more pernicicus is, that 
whether by miſapprehenſion, or mii- 
repreſentation, it has been adopted 
s a fundamental truth, by all per- 
ſone, of whatever party, I think, 
that have written, or at leaſt been 
read, upon the ſubject. This vul- 


gar and abſurd error is refuted in 
the following manner: An Iude- 
fenden 


183 
pendent Houſe of Commons 75 n0 part 
of the Engliſh Conſtitution ; tlie ex- 
cellence of which conſiſts in being 
compoſed of three parts, mutually de- 

pendent upon each other. 
Mr. Soame ſenyns, one would 
have thought, did not need to be 


told the meaning of the word mus. 


tually. Mutual Dependence is actu— 
al Independence—And it might be 
preſumed, that Gentleman pretty 
well underſtood the difference be- 
tween the Dependenceof Great Bodies 
upon one another, and the mean 
and perſonal Dependence which may 
aflect thoſe that compoſe them; and 
inſtead of contributing to that mu- 
tua] dependence, which is indeed the 
chief excellence of the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, operate in ſuch a manner 
as to overthrow the reciprocality of 
dependence, by enfaving one of 
them 
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them to the other two, or to either 
of them, through the venality and 
treachery of a Majority in one of 
them. But to take the argument in his 
own way, I do affirm, that Mutual 
Dependence, is actual Indepen- 


fence; and that if one of theſe 


three Powers ſhould, from ſome de- 
fect or vice, ever become more de- 
pendent upon either, or both of the 


others, than they in return are upon 


it, that Power is indeed become ab- 
ſolutely dependent. And this is one 
cauſe of complaint againſt the pre- 
ſent Conſtitution of the Houſe of 


Commons; for it is believed in the 


World, and I think many times ac- 
knowledged in the Gentleman's Book, 
that the Houſe of Commons is be- 
come extreme corrupt; nay, he 
pledges his reaſon and experience to 
prove it muſt always continue to be 


ſo. 


ay a — _ iS -» 4c. * pot 
. — —— — — þ . —_—_— — 
— — —— * 
— —— = 995 = -— > — 


——— 


— — — 
— — — 


da. ag Fe v 
——— — — — 
— ins 


— I. 2 
. —— 
IDS Qu — 
— . —Ä—— . Pon — 


( 24 ) 
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fo. For my part, I have a great 
opinion of his experience; in that 


way I believe, no man has had 
more; but for his reaſon, I profeſ:, 
I ſhould have entertained a greater, 
if he had not informed me, that it 
does not perſuade him, that ten men 
are more ealily corrupted than ten 


thouſand. 
| We are next told, that it was an 


Independent Parliament that in the 
laſt century murdered King Charles 1. 
annihilated the - Houſe of Peers, 
and eſtabliſhed the worſt ſpecies of 
Democracy that was ever eſtabliſhed. 


I proteſt, Jam ſorry to differ fo 


much with this Gentleman about 
matters of fact and hiſtory. In ſpe- 
culative opinions, T have a ſource of 
comfort, whenever I have that mis- 
fortune, that will not, I am afraid, 
be of any advantage to me in the 


preſent z 
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preſent circumſtance: F or in thoſe, 
one always perceives two ſides; and 
one can ſcarcely differ from him, 
more than he is obliging enough to 


do from himſelf, which is extremely 


well-bred in him, as, whether the Mi- 


niſter is with him, or againſt him, 
one may always have the pleaſure | 


of having him on one's ſta ide. But in 


matters of fact, there is a ſtubborn- 


neſs that will not, I am afraid, al- 
low of his uſual pliability and polite- 
nels; and I have an anxiety, leſt a 


direct denial of his affertion in this 
caſe, might engage him againſt me, 


upon his own fide of the Queſtion. 
However, I will take courage to 
ſay, that the Parliament that perpe- 
trated all the miſchiefs he mentions, 
was ſo far from being an Iadenen- 


dent Parliament, that it was more 


5 De- 
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Dependent than any Parliament that 
ever was, not excepting the laſt; 
and that it was dependent upon an 
Army, which is the very worſt ſpecies 
of dependence that can be; and 
that every Independent Member had 
ſeceded from it; and that it did not 
conſiſt of a third part of its number, 
the reſt having been violently ex- 
pelled or excluded. A 
numerous aſſembly is un- 1 
doubtedly aluays influenced by ſome- 4 
thing or other, and Dragons, Grif 
fins, and Pamphlets themſelves, are 
not more creatures of the Imagina= 
tion, tho ſome be created by Poets, . 

| the other by ignorant and deſigning 
Politicians, than an uninfluenced 
Houſe of Ci ommons. But men are 
infſuenced ſometimes, it may be 
hoped, by good and honeſt motives, 

| as 


2 22 
BI 

A 8 
. 


7 „ 
as well as by fordid and baſe ones; 

and if it be true, what is aſſerted, that 
Parliaments have ever been in- 
fluenced, and that by that means our 

Conſtitution has ſo long ſubſiſted, it is, 

I amigine, owing to that circumſtance 
alone. But, ſays the Gentleman, 

they are ſeldom, very ſeldom bribed to 

injure their Country, becauſe it is 

1 ſeldom the intereſt of the Miniſter 10 
F znjure it, I am happy in a diſ- 

covery, which mult give pleaſure to 
all fincere lovers of their Country, 
that is, all thoſe who have more he- 
neſty than ſenſe, and beg leave to 
congratulate the Author upon it. 
Some ſuch diſcovery was certainly 
neceſſary to gild the Pill of per- 
petual Corruption; and I would un- 
doubtedly adviſe all thoſe who have 
credulity to ſwallow it, to make uſe 
* N 
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of this envelope, which will make it 


more palatable, and ſit eaſier upon 
their ſtomachs. But what credit 


the Gentleman deſerves for purify- 


ing the Miniſter, at the expence 


0f all the Repreſentative Integrity of 


the. Nation; I will leave to thoſe who 
are bettcr ſkilled in ſuch nice dif- 
quiſitions, to determine. But rhe 
great ſource of” corruption iS, that they 
will not ſerve it for nothing. My 
Creed is ſomething different, even in 
this more plauſible particular; for I 
hold, that there have not been more 
than one or two Miniſters, that have 
ever ſwayed in the Country, but 
what have found it for their intereſt 


to injure it, and have done it ac- 
cordingly; and that one great ſource 


of corruption is, that Parliament will 
not ſuffer them to injure it for no- 


( 
thin g. which bears doubly hard upon 
the Nation; for the Miniſter who 
would make a tyrannical Law, or 
an unneceſſary War, is often, by this 
means, obliged to precede it with an 
oppreſſive Tax; and the product of 
the Tax is expended in the Houſe 


of Commons, to inſure a ma jority for 
the impoſition of two. 

The next aſſertion is equally 
F flattering, and may be applied to the 
> fame purpole, the ſweetening the 
bitter doſe of perpetual Corruption 
and Venality. Men, ſays the Gen- 
tleman, get into Parliament, in pur- 
Jui of power, honours, and prefer 
ments, and till they obtain them, de- 
termine to obfiru# all buſineſs, and 
* diſtreſs Government. But happily 

for their Country, they are no Sooner 
gr atiff ed, than they are * zea- 
 lous 


C0 }Þ 


lous to promote the one, and Ht upport 
the other. Very happily for their 
Country, indeed, there 1s only one 
very trifling objection, which is, that 
it is not true. | 

Bad men alone do get into Par- 
liament with ſuch purſuits; they ſet 
themſelves up to ſale to the higheſt 
bidder, who is indeed generally, but 
not always the Miniſter; for ſuch 
men are ſometimes hired to oppoſe 
good Miniſters, as well as to defend 


bad ones, and will uſe their voices 


and their votes, with as much ala- 
crity, to decry wiſe meaſures, as to 
promote criminal or abſurd ones. 
Being therefore become is property 
who has bought them, they generally 
continue to injure their Country for 
his intereſt, as before they impeded 
all buſineſs for their own. And it 
7 ; does 
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„„ 
does not need much argument, 1 
think, to prove, that few men are 
bribed for any other purpoſe than to 


injure their Country; for few men 


will lay out their money to do it any 
good, unleſs, indeed, that abſurd ſet 
of men who have more honeſty 
chan ſenſe, and are therefore called 
real Patriots. And if theſe had 
been a numerous, or a powerful ſer 
of men, it is probable the Gentle- 
man would not have thought Proper 
to treat them ſo cavalierly. 

I am now arrived at the end of 
the Pamphlet, if I except one ſingle 
aſſertion, « That it was under Par- 


« liaments not better than theſe, that 


« this Country attained the ſummit 


„ of power, wealth, honour, and 


« dominion, which might all have 
& been preſerved, if the means of 
4 Influence had been ſufficient to 

« fatisfy 


( ©) 

« fatisfy the demands of Ambition, 
« and the hunger of Faction.“ 
The alluſion is, no doubt, to the 
American War; and effectually it is to 
be lamented, that no ſnug Sinecure, 
or Patent Place, could be found out 
for General Waſhington, ot Dr. 
Franklin; no lucrative Contract for 
Meſſrs. Hancock and Adams, who 
would, I have no doubt, have been 
better worth geining over to the fide 
of the Miniſter, than Mr. Richard At 
kinſon; and who, I am equally 
confident, might have been had at 

a cheaper price for the Nation / 
But if it is poſſible to ſuppoſe the 
Gentleman to be ſerious, and that 
he really imagines, that the cor- 
ruption of Parliaments has in any 
ſhape contributed to the power, 
Wealth, honour, and dominion of 
this 
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this Country, I will beg leave to 
aſk of him, how he can account for 
that univerſal diminution of Wealth 
and Power, that diſmemberment of 
Empire, and almoſt total loſs of 
honour, that for twenty years to- 
gether, this Country has inceſſantly 
ſuffered, under Parliaments as corrupt 
as any reaſonable ſpeculatiſt could 
deſire? . 
oy. But « even now, (purſues he) if "i 
« we will compare our ſituation with 
« that of other Nations, we ſhall find 
« reaſon to be contented. We have 
« Peace and Plenty, though we have 
too much Oratory, too many Taxes, 
« too much Debt, and too much 
„Liberty. Our Perſons and Pro- 
„ perty are ſecure, and the Laws 
| « very juſtly, though not very 
« cheaply adminiſtered,”- As to 
E Oratory, 


4% 


Oratory, Debt, and Faxes, un- 
doubtedly we have enough of them; 
and as to Liberty, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, we often abuſe it; and, per- 
haps, never more, than When we tell 
the Legiſlature they are a parcel of 
Knaves, and muſt forever continue to 
be ſo, notwithſtanding any Refor- 
mation that may be made among 
them; and as to the dearneſs of 
Law, I do not, for my own part, | 
lament it exceedingly: It is as cheap, 
1 think, as Mr. Jenyns's Pamphlet; 
and the extravagance of both their 


prices may, perhaps, prevent u:uch miſ- 
chief, in only permitting ſuch perſons 
to be cheated as can afford it. 

In one point I have the happineſs 
to agree with him, that we have a 
King better than we deſerve ; but 
: muſt beg leave to > differ with him 


in 


* 


(36) 
; in reſpect of our Parliaments, who 
1 are worſe, I am convinced, than we 
- can poſſibly deſerve, till we are all 
proſelyted to that humane and phi- 
q lanthropic opinion, that Real Patriots 
) are, therefore, Fools. 
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